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the Academy, Aristotle at the Lyceum, but Epicurus hecU'd neither the one nor the other. After some wanderings he returned to Athens and set up on his 366 own account as a teacher of philosophy. He made it a matter of boasting that he was a self-taught philosopher; and Cicero (Dc. Arat. /Aw. i. 26) sarcastically remarks that one could have guessed as much, even if Epicurus had not stated it himself; as one might of the proprietor of an ugly house, who should boast that he had employed no architect. The style of Epicurus was, in fact, plain and unadorned, but he seems all the same to have been able to say what he meant; and few if any writers ancient or modern have ever had so splendid a literary tribute, as Epicurus had from the great Roman poet Lucretius, his follower and expositor.
" Glory of the Greek race," he says, " who first hadst power to raise high so bright a light in the midst of darkness so profound, shedding a beam on all the interests of life, thee do I follow, and in the markings of thy track do I set my footsteps now. Not that I desire to rival thee, but rather for love of thee would fain call myself thy disciple. For how shall the swallow rival the swan, or what speed may the kid with its tottering limbs attain, compared with the brave might of the scampering steed ? Thou, O father, art the discoverer of nature, thou suppliest to us a father's teachings, and from thy pages,